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Nissan Wants a Permanent Route to Rally Nissan finds itself in an awkward
position. With the IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship--the cradle of

the American open-wheel racing world--on the verge of collapse, the
automaker is trying to find a way to save its participation in the series. The

latest solution to the problem, short of a full-on crash-and-burn effort to snap
off the coupe-ified Infiniti QX80, is to try and keep the Infiniti and the G37
sedan as the number-one and number-two cars on the Nordschleife (North

German racetrack) and place the G37-based GT-R on the road car market in a
more direct tie-in with Infiniti. Both cars will share a certain degree of common
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parts and structure, and the chances of Nissan and Infiniti sharing the same
chassis and powertrain on the road and track are good. Indeed, a report by
Autos Cheat Sheet ( recently indicated that Nissan and Infiniti are already

working together on a road-going version of the GT-R with an engine tuned to
make 400 hp. So it seems like a reasonable match. Nissan could also use the

G37 to develop a coupe version of the R34 GT-R--which is being sold as a road
car--or, more likely, a convertible version. The most likely use, however, is to

try and expand the Infiniti brand on the road. The two companies already
share a sales organization in several countries, and the Infiniti brand's

worldwide sales have been falling off in recent years. If Nissan can put the G37
on the road in markets where Infiniti cannot make inroads, then the brand

could have a good shot of improving its sales. And if that happens, Nissan may
be able to hold on to the Infiniti brand. There are other drawbacks, of course.
As an Infiniti sports coupe, the G37 isn't likely to be appealing in the way that
some might expect. And though we like the idea of the GT-R being the 'Vette
of sports coupes, the challenge of competing with the European-built GTS, the

Cadillac CTS, the BMW M3, the Audi R8, and others 50b96ab0b6
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